Dear Parent/Guardian and Students,
I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and express my excitement about working with you all this semester for English III, American Literature.  I am Cassandra Montelongo and most of my students in the past have called me “Miss M or Miss Monte.”  This is my fifth year at Bunker Hill High School.  At the foundation of my teaching it will become evident that I believe my students can grow and develop by examining the issues we cover in class through literature. The main goal of my course is to prepare my students for life after high school whether that path is academic or vocational.  Over the course of this year, we will be studying American Literature, my favorite to study, as well as honing our critical-thinking skills as outlined in the Common Core State Standards for the NC English III Final Exam.
Additional information about the class is provided in the syllabus attached to this page. Please read that syllabus and sign the detachable portion on the bottom of this note in order to indicate your understanding and support of the classroom system. There is also space provided for you to express any questions, concerns or comments. Students should return that portion to me by _______, _______________________.
Also note that if you ever have any comments, questions or concerns, I am available for phone calls and meetings (by appointment please) each day before, during (morning time), and after school. To schedule a meeting, you may contact me via my email, cassandra_montelongo@catawbaschools.net or contact my school number, (828) 241-3355 ext 2110.
I am excited about working with your student. I welcome questions or comments, and am looking forward to a great year!
Sincerely,	
 
 
Cassandra M. Montelongo, M.A.T.
English  Teacher____ _________________________________________________________
Please read the attached syllabus and then sign below to indicate your understanding and support of the classroom system.  Student Name:__________________     Student E-mail____________________________
Student Signature: ___________________ Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________  Parent Email:__________________________   Phone Number: _______________________
Questions/Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syllabus
COURSE NAME:  ENGLISH III       EDUCATOR:  CASSANDRA MONTELONGO, M.A.T.
Achieving our classroom goal of empowerment and success will require the cooperation of parents/ guardians, students and teachers.
CLASSROOM GOAL I believe that all students can shape their realities and communities positively if they feel empowered. One way to feel empowered is to see the visions and ideas of writers before our time, develop our skills in understanding and writing about all the facets of those visions. In order to become empowered and accomplish our classroom goal, we will need supplies, organization and procedures. These are outlined below.
NECESSARY SUPPLIES (If there is any difficulty obtaining these supplies, students may see me outside of class time to obtain used supplies in good condition. They are free of charge while supplies last.)
· One Three Ring Binder (2 inch)
· One spiral binder (1 Subject should do) – For Warm-Ups
· 6 Dividers ( Can be made out of folders)
· Loose Leaf Paper – One Pack should Last Whole Semester
· Pencil or Pen (blue or black ink preferred)
CLASS ORGANIZATION
Notebook: (1 inch binder or larger) Most of your materials will be kept in your binder. You must bring this binder to class every day. Label its dividers according to the model below.
Vocabulary/ Vocabulary Quizzes
Literary Terms
Current Notes/Assignments
Past Notes/Assignments
Projects/Essays
Tests and Mini-Tests
RULES
All of Bunker Hill High School rules will apply in our classroom. Students are also asked to
· Show respect (to other people, the environment and yourself) Bullying is not attractive.  
· Do your best (which requires believing in yourself, being prepared and always trying as hard as you can)
· Come to class prepared; I cannot stress this enough.
· PHONE POLICY:  I follow the SCHOOL POLICY regarding cell phone use; students are encouraged to keep it in his/her locker, or if we are using it for instructional purposes, students be required to put their phones in a safe pocket chart at the front of the room; if the student refuses,  it will be dealt with as a discipline issue by administration.  
PROCEDURES
At the beginning of class:
1. Put you Start your Warm-Up; it will be posted on the projector daily. I check every ten Warm-Ups.   Keep these in your Spiral Binder.
2. Be seated and quiet.
During class:
1. Sharpen your pencil when necessary but to avoid this issue I suggest you use pen or sharpen your pencil before class starts.
2. Save trash until after class; if the room get messy privileges will be taken away.
3. Bathroom/water/nurse/locker policy:  YOU HAVE FOUR Passes per Nine Weeks; there will be roster at the door where you initial once you use one. If you need to use one, simply raise at a time we are discussing or I am not giving instructions. I’ll say yes if it’s ok to go ahead. Sign out and take the Hall Pass hanging beside the door that is labeled that has the correct destination.  Sign in and out the time you leave and the time you return!  Being gone for an extended and unnecessary period of time (over a few minutes) will warrant consequences!
4. Please do not ask to leave class unless there is an emergency, since you only have three passes. Anyone who consistently asks to leave will need to schedule an individual conference with the teacher.
5. I will call on you or ask you to answer questions when we are discussing things; shouting out answers is not a mode of communication that is effective or allowed.
6. No one will be excused during the first or last twenty (20) minutes of class or during certain activities.
0. You will not be allowed to go to your locker once class has begun! 
At the end of class:
1. Pack up your belongings only after you have been asked to do so.
2. Clean the area around your desk before you leave.
3. You have to be seated in order to be dismissed.
POLICIES
Homework
· When Homework is assigned; I will check it or collect it after the roll or after the Warm-Up. All written work must be on your desk by that time.
· I will do a last call once. If your homework is not collected in time, it will be marked late.  Doing Homework while I am asking for it to be passed up is not “completing your homework on time” and it will be taken up as late or will not be accepted. 
Late Work
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Any Daily Assignments Late Work cannot receive greater than 60 percent credit and will be taken at my discretion. 
· I will accept late large assignments ( 300-600 point projects, papers, etc.) for two weeks after the due date. Students lose a minimum of 10 points for each day the assignment is late.  These late assignments can be turned into the Black box marked late close to the white box where I place graded assignments. Put the date on these assignments.
· Students will not be allowed to turn in bulk work at the end of the term.
Tardies
Please be seated and ready to begin at the appropriate time. If you are late, the school tardy policy will apply.
 
 
Use of Work and Photography                                                                 
We will occasionally be filming or taking photographs of what we are doing inside of the classroom in order to show the community and the rest of the school.  If you feel uncomfortable with being in these artifacts, make a note of it on the detached portion of the letter above.   
 
Absences
· As stated in the District Policy, any unexcused absences beyond eight risks your ability to receive credit for the course.
· With an excused absence, you may make up missed work for full credit. Missed exams must be made up within two weeks; set up a time with my availability board.
· Make-up work will be addressed outside of class (preferably right before or right after school); sign-up on my availability board.
· After they have been used in class, copies of all handouts are placed in the folder area labeled “While you were out” with your name on it by period.  If you are absent, check the box labeled for your class either before or after class for all handouts with your name.  Check with a classmate for what we did those days; not every day will there be a handout with the activities we are doing.  It is your job to check with a classmate, or to see me sometime after or before school or during 3rd Period to get those assignments you are missing. 
· CLASSROOM CULTURE
We will work hard to have a positive classroom culture, and to celebrate that culture in many ways (positive phone calls, increased privileges, etc.). In instances where that culture is disrupted, consequences will include detentions, parent/guardian contacts and administrative referrals. 
  
GRADES 			
My grading is pretty simple; there are three(ish) types of grades.  
 
· 50-100 point assignments: Daily work, Participation in Discussions, Homework, Quizzes, etc.
· 300-600 Point Assignments: Tests, Papers, Projects 
· 200 Point Mini-Tests, Warm-Up Sets, SSR Log Sets, and Article of the Weeks
· Progress Reports are given every three weeks so you will know your most up-to-date grade or I may ask you to check the PowerSchool App.
*The weight of grades are subject to change based on the importance of the of the assignment 
UNITS COVERED:
	UNITS:
	MAJOR WORKS STUDIED

	Everything is an argument and What is the American Dream? (10 weeks)
	A College Entry Essay, Various poems, Introduction of SOAPSTone, Excerpts from F. Scott Fitzgerald ‘s The Great Gatsby,  from John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men , from A Raisin in the Sun, ***THIS UNIT INCLUDES a Large Written Project and Partial Essay in MLA format

	Pre-America/The Colonial Period (1 week)
	Thomas Edward’s “Sinner in the Hand’s of an Angry God,” Arthur Miller’s The Crucible (due to context)

	***Research Paper (2 weeks)
	Comparative  Analysis –Elements of a WItchhunt, MLA Format

	The Revolutionary Period (.5 weeks)
	Thomas Jefferson’s “Declaration of Independence” 

	American Romanticism and Gothicism (.5 weeks)
	Various Works from Edgar Allen Poe, Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” 

	Shakespeare in Regard to Today(.5 weeks)
	Speech from Othello

	The Harlem Renaissance  (1.5 weeks)
	 Poems and essays from Major Renaissance Contributors, Mini-Q for Harlem Renaissance Poetry***THIS UNIT INCLUDES an Essay in MLA Format

	American Post-Modernism/ American Contemporary (2 weeks ) 
	Excerpts from Tim O’ Brien’s The Things They Carried, Excerpts from the following: Sandra Cisnero’s House on Mango Street, Betty Smith’s  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 


 
 
*THIS SCHEDULE IS TENATIVE AND MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME.  SELECTIONS AND/OR ORDER OF THIS SYLLABUS MAY CHANGE.
 
 

