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Earth Day
The Lorax

By Dr. Seuss
Random House, Inc., 1971 • Grades 2–5 • 72 pages

ISBN 0-394-82337-0

 The Once-ler tells a young boy the story of how he came upon 
the land of Truffula Trees, greedily used up the resources, and 
polluted the land and air. His story ends with instructions to the 
young boy to plant the last Truffula seed, care for it, and restore 
the land.

At the Root of It
 Help students explore the effects of the 
Once-ler’s greed by setting up a graphic orga-
nizer like the one shown. Then, as you read 
the book, lead students to identify and list 
each effect. After reading, have each student 
choose one effect and write a paragraph 
about how the Once-ler’s greed caused that 
outcome. Identifying cause and effect
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Before the 
Once-ler Comes

The Once-ler 
discovers he can 

sell Thneeds made 
of the soft tufts of 

Truffula Trees.

Once and Again
For this three-dimensional project, have each 

student fold a sheet of construction paper into 
fourths. Guide the child to draw in the first 
and second sections pictures of the land of 
the Truffula Trees before and then after the 
Once-ler arrives. In the third section, have her 
draw a picture that shows what she thinks the 
land will look like in the future. Next, have 
her fold and staple the sections together as 
shown. Then have her punch holes in the top, 
as shown, and hang her project for display. 
Comprehension, making inferences
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Recycle 
a plastic 
water bottle.

Pick up litter and 
throw it away.

Cut down a tree.

Throw a soda 
can in the trash.

Leave the TV on 
while you sleep.

Plant a tree. Throw litter on 
the ground.

Turn off the light 
when you leave 
a room.

Recycle a 
soda can.

Let the water 
run while you 
brush your 
teeth.

Ask someone to 
drive you when 
you could walk.

Recycle a 
plastic milk 
bottle.

Use 
recycled 
paper.

Turn off the TV 
when you leave 
the room.

F
in

is
h

Note to the teacher: Use alone or after reading The Lorax by Dr. Seuss.

Name The Lorax
Comprehension

Earth’s Friend
Color each earth-friendly statement to show the path.
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Page 7
 1. O
 2. K
 3. A
 4. W
 5. D
 6. R
 7. L
 8. E
 9. H
 10. Y

The skater WORKED “WHEEL-Y” HARD!
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Page 19
balls kids children days shoes cities
animals boxes hills homes parties groups
books women classes ladies nights buses
houses men weeks stories teachers lunches
pages countries boots bodies rivers babies
plants numbers families answers games guesses
schools goals

Page 20
 1. team’s
 2. ball’s
 3. players’
 4. goalie’s
 5. game’s
 6. shoes’
 7. teams’
 8. team’s
 9. player’s
 10. players’

Page 26
 1. The girls’ mother goes to see their grandmother.
 2. The wolf pretends to be the girls’ grandmother. Tao and 

Paotze let the wolf in the house.
 3. Shang talks the wolf into wanting the gingko nuts.
 4. The three sisters climb the gingko tree.
 5. The wolf climbs into the basket. The children pull on the 

rope to pull him up.
 6. The wolf falls from the basket. His heart breaks. The girls 

are safe.
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 1. fact
 2. fact
 3. opinion
 4. opinion
 5. fact
 6. opinion
 7. opinion
 8. fact

Farmer Boy

Running Free

 What do you think about when you hear the word mustang? Do you think about a 

fast car? Do you think about a fi ghter plane from World War II? Do you think about 

a horse? Long before there were fast cars or airplanes named Mustang, the only 

mustangs were wild horses.

 The fi rst mustangs were most likely horses that ran away from Spanish explorers. 

Those horses had to adapt to living in the wild. They learned to survive on less food. 

They learned to watch out for each other.

 Compared to most horses, mustangs are small. Most mustangs are about 41_
2 feet 

high. Because they are small, mustangs do not have to eat as much as large horses 

do. This means they can survive hard winters or dry summers when food is hard to 

fi nd. 

 Mustangs live in bands. Each band leader claims a grassy fi eld for his family 

group. He looks out for the mustangs in his band. When danger is near, the lead 

horse makes sure his band runs away.

 Times have changed. There is not much land left for wild horses to roam. But 

there are still about 32,000 mustangs in ten western states and over 100 mustangs 

on the East Coast that are running free.
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