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	Homeroom Class Information

	Bi-Weekly Progress Reports 
  

 
	You will receive bi-weekly progress reports from me regarding your child’s academic progress.  This will include any missing assignments! Please, review them with your child, sign and have your child return them to school the next day.  ***** Please include any comments you have for me, and I will respond in a timely manner. 



	Birthday Celebrations
	Students may bring a "quick and easy" treat to share with the class. The treats can be brought to the classroom before the tardy bell, or left at the office. Treats will be shared with the class during our study hall time~ approx. 2:30 pm. Napkins are very helpful and please send along the appropriate eating utensils/plates if needed. 



	Book Orders: 

 

 
	Book orders will be sent home regularly.  Ordering from these books orders helps me enhance our literature collection in the classroom. Please make checks out to Scholastic.  All orders will have due date on them.


	STAR Binders / Weekly Friday Folders: 

 

 

  

 
	All students have been provided with a planner in their STAR binder.  It will be the students’ responsibility to write their assignments down in their planner on a daily basis and to bring it to you for a signature.  The planner does need to be signed nightly.  It will help promote responsibility and organization within your child. In the planner there is also a space for you to write notes to me if needed.  On Friday, your child will be bringing home a Friday folder which will need to be signed in place of the planner.  In this folder will be all their work from the week including any tests or notes from the school.   Reward bucks are given for folders turned in on Monday only. 



	Discipline Plan:
	Students are rewarded for appropriate behavior in my classroom. I use “Red Carpet Rewards” or play money to reward positive behavior. They may use the reward money to buy prizes, buy back recess lost, eat lunch with a friend, etc. 

Our classroom expectations are:

1. Follow directions

2. Respect others, yourself, and property

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself

4. Be prepared for class

5. Remain quiet in the hallway

6. Turn in assignments on time

Students are given a “number” for rule broken. If they receive an L6, this means they did not have the assignment for Mrs. Lamb (hence the “L” and the 6 for rule 6). These numbers will be recorded immediately in planners. Numbers are given by all teachers in fourth grade. The initial will let you know the classroom the number was earned.
I will discuss this more with you during PTO Open House in September.  Please let me know if you have any questions.



	Grading Policy: 

 

  

  

 
	The following scale indicates how students will be graded on major tests and assignments:
· 93% - 100% ~ A

· 92% - 85% ~ B
· 84% - 78% ~ C
· 77% - 70% ~ D
· 69% and Below ~ F


	Homework:                                                                
	My personal philosophy for fourth graders is 40-50 minutes every night except Fridays.  Students are expected to complete each homework assignment to the best of their ability.  Those students who turn in all their homework will have an opportunity to earn a spot in the 100% Homework Club. Students who turn in all assignments each month can earn recognition and rewards from me.  


	Morning Snacks:
	Since we do not have lunch until 12:27pm, the students are welcomed to bring a healthy finger food for snack for themselves. The snacks should already be prepared and take about 5-10 minutes to eat. We will be continuing our work while eating snack. The snack will be eaten during second period.

· Due to possible food allergies, students are not allowed to share snacks. 
· To help maintain a clean classroom environment, students are encouraged not to store snacks in or on their desk.

· Candy or sweets will not be allowed during snack time.



	Parent Volunteers 
	I encourage as much participation as possible.  However, I would like to know when parents will be joining us so I can prepare something for you to so. I prefer not to have parents sit and watch. This is distracting to me, as well as the students. 


	Personal Belongings: 

 
	Make sure all of your child’s personal belongings are clearly marked with their name.  Toys, pets, electronic devices and other personal items need to be left at home. Some Fridays I allow students to bring in toys for Fab Friday celebrations.  


	Encore Classes: 

                      
	I include a monthly Block calendar (now called Encore classes) in the STAR binder. Please remember to have your child in tennis shoes on PE days.  

	Water Bottles:
	No water bottles will be allowed!


	
	

	
	

	Contact Information:
	If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will send home additional information as needed.  Thank you.

Mrs. Rachel Lamb
Phone: (828) 459-7220
E-mail: Rachel_lamb@catawba.k12.nc.us
Website: www.catawba.k12.nc.us/schoolpages/oxford/Lamb
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	1st period Class Information

	Academically Gifted placements

Active Reading Notebooks

AR (Accelerated Reader)

Bi-Weekly Progress Reports 
  

 
	Students placed AIG (academically/intellectually gifted) are clustered together for reading and math.  I will be meeting with parents of students qualified to place based on last year’s math EOG performance in September. It is always a parent’s decision to place or not! Additional students will qualify after Reading EOG scores return.
This year, rather than a reading log, I am incorporating Active Reading. This is a reading response notebook with a menu of questions each night, Monday-Thursday. Your child should choose one question to answer regarding their current novel each night. These are graded each week. Information and rubrics are in notebooks. Ask your child! (beginning 2nd week).
We do participate in AR during reading; however it is simply part of our independent reading time.  Each 9 weeks, students are assessed using STAR Reading (a computer based program). This gives me a general level for books to be checked out.  This does not mean students must be reading an AR book. This policy leaves out over half the books in our Media Center! I encourage students to use several strategies to choose an appropriate book.  Each time they score an 85% or higher on an AR test, they receive a stamp. As a class we decide on incentives for certain amounts of stamps. For example- 10 stamps may =a homework pass. 

You will receive bi-weekly progress reports from me regarding your child’s academic progress.  This will include any missing assignments! Please, review them with your child, sign and have your child return them to school the next day.  ***** Please include any comments you have for me, and I will respond in a timely manner. 



	Book Clubs
	Occasionally, students will have the opportunity to read a common book in a group of other students. The book is one chosen by all the members based on interest, not reading level. Depending on the skill/strategy being studied, packets will be included and are to be completed individually.  More info will come.


	Genre Projects
	My first period will focus on one genre of reading each month. During the month we will discuss what makes each genre unique and read stories from the textbook in that category.  To go along with each genre, students complete a small project on a book of their choice (in that genre of course). All projects and the requirements are listed on my webpage. They are normally due the last day of the month.  September is Realistic Fiction!

	Grading Policy: 

 

  

  

 
	The following scale indicates how students will be graded on major tests and assignments:
· 93% - 100% ~ A

· 92% - 85% ~ B

· 84% - 78% ~ C

· 77% - 70% ~ D

· 69% and Below ~ F



	Homework:                                                     
	My personal philosophy for fourth graders is 40-50 minutes every night except Fridays.  Students are expected to complete each homework assignment to the best of their ability.  All homework from me is review, not new material. Those students who turn in all their homework will have an opportunity to earn a spot in the 100% Homework Club. Students who turn in all assignments each month can earn recognition and rewards from me.
Each of my classes has nightly reading and weekly word study (spelling).   All homework is posted on my website (see below).


	Literacy Centers:
	I teach the majority of the time in small groups. This allows me to focus on needed areas and individualize instruction. When students are not meeting with me, they are working in centers that focus on reading skills. Four of these are required weekly. The others are optional. 


	Parent Volunteers 
	I encourage as much participation as possible.  However, I would like to know when parents will be joining us so I can prepare something for you to do. I prefer not to have parents sit and watch. This is distracting to me as well as the students. 


	PROBES
Word Study (spelling)


	Personal Research on Basically Everything! This is what PROBE stands for. Each student has a small notebook. During centers time they may choose to research a topic as it relates to our current selection in the basal or novel. 

Word study in my classroom is based on student need. I assess each student on the second day of school with a spelling test. This gives me enough info to be able to see what patterns of spelling your child may need additional work on and what stage speller they are. 

I will have a variety of spellers even in the highest reading class. Reading ability does not always dictate spelling ability! Students in the highest level of spelling will receive Word Trek (a program based on Latin and Greek roots and how they relate to everyday vocabulary). Students with Word Trek will need to study every inch of the weekly work for the Friday test. 

The remaining spellers will have a word list of 10 words based on their needs. Students are able to move in-and out-of spelling groups. 



	As you can see, this class will be up to a lot this year! I will cut out components as I see necessary. If at anytime you feel your child is overwhelmed, please let me know and we can discuss various options. I am also a parent of a fourth grader and I understand extracurricular activity schedules; however sports, etc. are not an acceptable excuse for not completing homework.  All homework is posted on my website (see below).

	
	

	Contact Information:
	If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will send home additional information as needed.  Thank you.

Mrs. Rachel Lamb
Phone: (828) 459-7220
E-mail: Rachel_lamb@catawba.k12.nc.us
Website: www.catawba.k12.nc.us/schoolpages/oxford/Lamb
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	2nd period Class Information

	EC placements
AR (Accelerated Reader)

Bi-Weekly Progress Reports 
  

 
	Students placed EC (Exceptional Children) are clustered together for reading and/or math.  I will be meeting with parents of students with an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) when time for yearly renewal is here. If you have special concerns about your child’s learning, please contact me. Remember, you know your child best!
We do participate in AR during reading; however it is simply part of our independent reading time.  Each 9 weeks, students are assessed using STAR Reading (a computer based program). This gives me a general level for books to be checked out.  This does not mean students must be reading an AR book. This policy leaves out over half the books in our Media Center! I encourage students to use several strategies to choose an appropriate book.  Each time they score an 85% or higher on an AR test, they receive a stamp. As a class we decide on incentives for certain amounts of stamps. For example- 10 stamps may = a homework pass. 

You will receive bi-weekly progress reports from me regarding your child’s academic progress.  This will include any missing assignments! Please, review them with your child, sign and have your child return them to school the next day.  ***** Please include any comments you have for me, and I will respond in a timely manner. 



	Book Clubs

Fluency Passages
	Occasionally, students will have the opportunity to read a common book in a group of other students. The book is one chosen by all the members based on interest, not reading level. Depending on the skill/strategy being studied, packets will be included and are to be completed individually.  More info will come.

Fluency is an area almost every student can improve. There are several components to fluency, but its basically reading in a natural voice without stumbling over, skipping, and substituting words. Each week your child will have a fluency check passage. The passage is on their instructional reading level. This means it’s not too hard, but not too easy either.  They will practice at home and school with the final time charting on Thursday or Friday.


	Genre BINGO
	This year I am incorporating a new way for students to read a variety of books while still giving them options. In 2nd period we will have quarterly reading BINGO.  Each 9 weeks students will receive a BINGO board with different reading genres in each square. Each student is to select a row, line, or diagonal from the Reading BINGO activity sheet to work on.  He/she will select books to read according to the genre in each grid, making for a total of five books for the first quarter.  After reading a book, students will complete a book report worksheet, have a parent sign the bottom and return it to Mrs. Lamb.  Students may not include previously read books on their card.  The idea is not to read easy books to just get the project done but to read books that the students will truly enjoy on their level.

	Grading Policy: 

 

  

  

 
	The following scale indicates how students will be graded on major tests and assignments:
· 93% - 100% ~ A

· 92% - 85% ~ B

· 84% - 78% ~ C

· 77% - 70% ~ D

· 69% and Below ~ F



	Homework:                                                              
	My personal philosophy for fourth graders is 40-50 minutes every night except Fridays.  Students are expected to complete each homework assignment to the best of their ability.  All homework from me is review, not new material. Those students who turn in all their homework will have an opportunity to earn a spot in the 100% Homework Club. Students who turn in all assignments each month can earn recognition and rewards from me.
Each of my classes has nightly reading, weekly fluency passages, and weekly word study (spelling).   All homework is posted on my website (see below).


	Literacy Centers
	I teach the majority of the time in small groups. This allows me to focus on needed areas and individualize instruction. When students are not meeting with me, they are working in centers that focus on reading skills. Four of these are required weekly (Word Work, Poetry, Skills, and Extensions). The others are optional. 



	Parent Volunteers 
	I encourage as much participation as possible.  However, I would like to know when parents will be joining us so I can prepare something for you to do. I prefer not to have parents sit and watch. This is distracting to me, as well as the students. 


	Word Study (spelling)


	Word study in my classroom is based on student need. I assess each student on the second day of school with a spelling test. This gives me enough info to be able to see what patterns of spelling your child may need additional work on and what stage speller they are. 

I will have a variety of spellers in each class.  Reading ability does not always dictate spelling ability! My spellers will have a word list of 10 words based on their needs. Students are able to move in-and out-of spelling groups. 



	As you can see, this class will be up to a lot this year! I will cut out components if I see necessary. If at anytime you feel your child is overwhelmed, please let me know and we can discuss various options. I am also a parent of a fourth grader and I understand extracurricular activity schedules; however sports, etc. are not an acceptable excuse for not completing homework.  All homework is posted on my website (see below).

	
	

	Contact Information:
	If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will send home additional information as needed.  Thank you.

Mrs. Rachel Lamb
Phone: (828) 459-7220
E-mail: Rachel_lamb@catawba.k12.nc.us
Website: www.catawba.k12.nc.us/schoolpages/oxford/Lamb

	
	


