  

Anchor Activities
These anchor activities have been created by Kelly Thornton and Cory Gray from RESA's 2001 gifted endorsement classes. Anchor activities are designed to provide meaningful activities for students to pick up and be engaged in when they finish assignments, while they wait for assistance, or whenever they have a bit of spare time. 
SPELLING:
- Create a greeting card. Be sure to include some of your Spelling words in the message. Use lots of color and do your best work.
- Illustrate your spelling words. Don't actually write the word, but make your picture really reflect the meaning of your word.
- Create newspaper headlines using your spelling words.
- Create an advertisement/poster for some type of product using some of your spelling words.
- Use sign language to spell your words. You can refer to the sign language cards to make sure you know the signs.
- Find a newspaper or magazine article. Find words in the article that can be replaced with your spelling words.
- Create a crossword puzzle or a word search using your spelling words. Provide an answer key and give it to a friend to complete. 
- Compose a letter to a parent (or a teacher) in written form or on the computer and give it to them or e-mail it to them.
- Use some of your spelling words to write a poem. You can use the poetry resource book to learn about the different types of poetry.
- Create categories or groups for your spelling words, then figure out a way to regroup them into different categories/groups.
 

READING:
- Check out and read a biography about the life of someone you are interested in learning about. Then, prepare a short biography in your own words to share with the class.
- Write a letter to the author of a book you've enjoyed.
- Forecast the sales of a new book in a series or by a certain author. Justify your sales forecast.
- Create a best-seller list for your ten favorite books!
- Design illustrations what you think would go well with a favorite chapter book.
- Compare and contrast two books by the same author.
- Compare and contrast two books from the same genre (i.e.: fiction, biography, mystery, realistic fiction, humorous, etc).
- Find a fiction book and a non-fiction book that could be paired together. (Ex: a nonfiction book about the Civil War and a chapter book set during the Civil War).
- Rewrite the ending of a book you've read and make it end a different way.
- Create an original dialogue between two characters from a book you've read.
 

SOCIAL STUDIES
- Choose an important event that took place in U.S. or world history (example: the first atomic bomb explosion during WWII). Explain how science advancements at the time made the event possible.
- Choose an important person from U.S. or world history. Write a letter to him/her and ask any questions you'd like answered by that person.
- Choose an important individual from some part of U.S. or world history. Then, write a first-hand journal entry that might have been written by him/her during that time period.
- Find similarities and differences between two events that took place at different times in history. You may want to illustrate the comparisons with a Venn diagram.
- Critique a political leader's "platform" on a debatable issue in current events.
- Create an imaginary continent. Then, draw and name the countries on that continent. Be sure to include borders, capital cities, etc. Then, write about one of the countries. Explain its government, culture, and laws.
- List the populations of 8-10 countries in order from greatest to smallest. Explain why you think the populations are the way they are.
- Brainstorm ways you could've contributed to your family's well-being during the depression if you lived during that time.
- Research a famous entrepreneur of the "gilded age." Find out how he/she earned a fortune and what he/she did with it.
- Find an interesting book written during a particular period in history. Explain how this book might've had an impact on how people thought about issues during that time period.
- Come up with a "get rich quick" scheme you could've used during the "roaring twenties" to make your fortune. Write a business plan.
 

SCIENCE
- Write a letter to a member of the government about an environmental issue we've talked about in class.
- Write a letter to a famous scientist or person who has contributed to science. Be sure to include questions you'd really like this person to answer for you.
- Come up with a list of new "essential questions" you'd like to have answered about our unit of study (or future units from our web).
- Create a perfect "habitat" for an animal of your choice. Use any format you'd like to illustrate your habitat.
- Write an experiment you could conduct to teach others about a science concept you've learned in class.
- Create a mind map/web using Inspiration on the computer to illustrate a science concept to share with others.
- Research an important event or invention in Science. Find out what was going on at the time of this event in world or U.S. history.
- Make a list of what you think are the top ten environmental issues in today's world. Be sure to put them in order of importance.
- Make a list of ten things about life that are difficult and/or inconvenient and come up with ideas for inventions that could help make these things easier or more convenient.
- Go to the library and find a non-fiction book about something scientific that interests you. Become the "resident expert" for our class and share your findings during class meeting.
 

MATH
- Review Murdock's electric bills/water bills from the last three months. Find an average amount spent for the three months. Think of a list of ways we at Murdock might be able to reduce the amount of energy or water we use to save money and resources.
- Research calendars or other time-keeping devices. Find out when and by whom they were first used.
- Research money and bartering systems. Work to discover where and when these systems originated.
- Find out the names and values of at least 5 different types of foreign currency. Be sure to tell where the currencies come from and what denominations they come in.
- Plan a road trip across the U.S. stopping by at least 5 famous landmarks. Use a map/map scale to measure distances. Then, add up the total amount of mileage the entire trip (round trip) would take. Decide how many days you'd be gone and calculate the cost of gas, motel rooms, and meals for a family of four. What would the total cost of the trip be?
- Imagine a trip you'd really like to take. With permission from your teacher, visit a travel website (such as travelocity.com) and check on available plane tickets and lodgings. Add up the total amount it would cost you to take the trip. How could you get the best deal?
- With your teacher's permission, visit the MapQuest website and plan a trip to somewhere in the U.S. Map the journey and figure total mileage.
