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Welcome to Mountain View Elementary School!

What a wonderful, exciting, scary and adventurous time! You and your child will feel a whole host of emotions as you allow us to share in the joy of your child. But you can also relax because our primary goals for your child are the same as yours.  We are here to help them grow into caring, responsible, independent, life long learners. 

We have found over the years that the children do very well if the parents have faith in their child’s ability to be responsible and allow them the chance to become independent. With the parents support, school can be an exciting place to learn social and academic skills, make new friends, value the importance of schoolwork, take pride in jobs well done and the wonderful feeling of new skills mastered. 

So, let’s get started!

Homework

The importance you put on homework, school, and reading will set the tone for how your child views them for his/her remaining school years.  The more consistent you are with working with your child each night, the more gains he/she will make.

The first few weeks of school we are assessing, establishing routines, and getting to know each other.  Formal homework will begin going home in one to three weeks.  To help establish a routine homework time, begin working with your child on some of the following skills starting the first day of school (as he/she learns one, start on another!) Make it fun! (
Read to him/her daily

Memorize library/ lunch number

Learn to sing or say the ABCs

Read to him/her daily

Count to 10, 30, 50, 100

Learn how to tie shoes

Recite nursery rhymes

Did we mention; read to him/her daily?

Please read through the rest of this handbook and keep it handy.  It should answer most of your questions. If not, contact us!

Things Your Child Will Need For School

1. Medium-sized book bag labeled clearly with child’s name (large box-type book bags will not fit in the cubbies).  Rolling book bags are not allowed 
2. One beach towel for rest time labeled clearly with child’s name (no resting mats) 

3. Change of clothes (underclothes, pants, shirt, and socks). Please place the clothes in a large Ziploc bag, label with child’s name and fasten securely.  These will be stored for the school year. 
4. 8 large jumbo glue sticks.

5. One composition book.

6. Two boxes of 24 Crayola Regular Size Crayons
7. One Child’s Fiskars scissors with rounded tips

8. One box of facial tissue
9. Two packs of regular #2 pencils
Transportation


It is extremely important that each child understands how he/she will travel home from school.  Will he/she be a bus rider, car rider, ride a day care van or the after school program?  We strongly advise that you discuss “after school plans” with your child.


Please write your child’s name and the mode of transportation on a piece of paper to be presented to your child’s teacher by the first day of school.  We suggest that you do not change your child’s mode of transportation, unless absolutely necessary, especially the first two weeks of school.  Continuous changes interfere with your child’s school adjustment by confusing and frightening your child. 

*Attached is a traffic pattern map for car riders.
Morning Car Rider Procedures

1. Students are to remain in their cars until the 7:40 bell rings.  When the bell rings, students are allowed to start unloading and enter the building.  When stopping to unload your child, pull all the way up to the last space so that we can unload at least 8 cars at a time.  Please do not creep up into the center stopping place.
2. If choose to walk your child in the first week of school, be sure to park in a designated parking spot. 
3. An adult must accompany a child when crossing the car line. Wait until the staff member on duty motions for you to walk across the traffic line.  It is too dangerous for students or adults to cross while cars are passing.

4. When leaving the parking area, wait for the staff member on duty to motion for you to merge into the car rider traffic. Please do not walk your child in after September 4, 2009.
Afternoon Car Rider Procedures

Students:

1. Students are to enter the lobby area, sit where directed, and remain until their name is called.

2. Students are not allowed to talk.  They may have a book out to read.  No drinks or candy are allowed.

Parents/Guardians/Grandparents:

1. Parents are asked to wait patiently in the car rider line.

2. The bell for car riders rings at 2:50.

3. Parents are to display the name placard in the window of their car.  You may order a placard at the beginning of the year.  Until the placards come in, you will need to give your child’s name to the staff member on duty.

4. We will start calling names at 2:53.

5. Parents are not allowed to enter the building or wait in the lobby, nor wait under the front awning area to pick up a child who is a car rider.

6. If you have an appointment with a teacher you need to sign into the office to get a visitor’s pass. Your child will then be released to you in the lobby and you can proceed to your appointment. 

7. All these procedures are in place to insure the safe release of all of our children.

8. If someone other than the parent will be picking up a car rider, please be sure to convey these procedures to them.

Change in Transportation
On occasion your child may need to change his/her P.M. transportation.

If this happens, please follow these instructions:

1. If you know before your child goes to school, notify your child’s teacher by written note with the date of the change, the child’s name and your signature.

2. If not, telephone the school and leave a message.  The school must receive telephoned messages by 2:20 p.m. in order to guarantee that your child’s teacher receives it on time. 

We are confident that if we all follow these requests, our transportation system will work much smoother and our children will be much safer going to and coming from school.  Thank you.
Entering the Building during the day
Always enter the building through the front door unless you are going to and from the After School Program. When you come for a conference, lunch, or volunteer work, you must report to the office and sign in first. Even if everyone in the building knows you, please set a good example for the safety of all the students. 

Lunch 

 Lunchroom prices are $2.00 for lunch and $1.00 for breakfast.  Parents can pay in advance for as many days as you desire.  For example, parents can send $10.00 to pay for lunch for one week, $15.00 to pay for lunch and breakfast for one week, or $20.00 to pay for two weeks lunches. Checks should be made payable to Mountain View Elementary Cafeteria.  Please place your child’s lunch money in an envelope and write the teacher’s name, your child’s name, your child’s school identification number (which will be issued in August), along with the amount of money on the outside of the envelope.  If you want your child to eat breakfast, write that on the envelope also.  Your child’s teacher will collect the money the first day of the week your child attends school.  If your child is absent for some reason and does not eat lunch or breakfast, the money will be kept in the account until your child uses it. If you wish to pay daily, your child will be responsible for paying at lunchtime. Remember to use an envelope as indicated above. If possible, please pay in advance. Catawba County School lunch menus are published weekly in the Friday edition of the Hickory Daily Record.

Extra Money for Lunch

The lunchroom offers additional items on the serving line.  The cost of most items is 50¢. Friday is our kindergarten “extra” day. If you wish for your child to buy an extra on Friday, please send “extra money” in a labeled envelope on Friday.

Bringing Lunch from Home

1. Label lunchboxes with both the child’s and teacher’s name.

2. Do not send soft drinks or pour them in a thermos. (It will explode.)  Box drinks are a better choice, or your child may purchase milk (whole milk as well as low fat and chocolate are available for 50¢).  Cans of soda are not allowed. 

3. Glass containers of any kind are not allowed. 

Lunch Visits


Parents may dine with us. For kindergarten parents please wait until October or later if it will stress your child when you leave after lunch.  The cost of lunch for adults is per item.  When you arrive at the office, inform the receptionist that you are here to have lunch with your child.  You will be given a “Visitor” sticker and directions to the cafeteria.  Please meet your child’s class at the cafeteria to prevent disruptions in the classroom. Please don’t use this time to try to conference with your child’s teacher. This is the teacher’s lunch time as well. 

Snack

A daily, healthy snack will be served in the classroom.  On many occasions, the children will be allowed to make their own snacks with teacher supervision or participate in a group cooking lesson where the finished goodie will be enjoyed by all. The snack fee may be paid in three ways: 

· The first day of school each month beginning with August, ending in May: $5.00 a month

· Bi-yearly: First day of school in August: $25.00, First day of school in January: $25.00

· Entire year in August: $50.00

· August payment is used for June as well. 
                                                       Birthdays
If you desire, you may send a simple treat on or near that day (purchased cookies, brownies, or cupcakes are a few examples) but it is neither expected nor required. The children will either enjoy the treats as a special snack that day or in the lunch room as a special treat. We do not have ‘birthday parties’. We do not allow birthday party invitations to be distributed at school unless one is sent for each member of the class. 

Attendance

Please have your child in school everyday unless he is running a fever, 

vomiting, has diarrhea or lice during the night or the morning of school.

If your child has any of the above, please do not send your child to school!

If your child is absent, please send in a dated and signed excuse upon your child’s return. The NCWISE registrar must code all absences as unexcused if she does not receive a note.
Tardies
If your child is not in the room by the 8:05 tardy bell he/she will have to report to the office and will be counted tardy.  If you bring your child in late, report to the office to sign him/her in. The child will bring a tardy slip to the room with them.

We start lessons at 8:05.  If your child is late, it is very uncomfortable for him/her to have to unpack their book bag and play catch up with the class. It is also disruptive to the students who are already working. 

Teach your child: “Don’t be late, be here by eight!”

DAILY SCHEDULES

7:25............
Buses begin arriving, breakfast begins. 

7:40............
Doors open for students. 

7:40 – 7:55
Early morning duty teachers supervise students in hallways. 

7:50............
All teachers report to their rooms.

7:55............
First bell, students go to their rooms.

8:05............
Tardy bell rings.  School begins. It is very important that all children are in class at 





this time.  Making up missed instruction is very difficult.

8:10............
Breakfast ends.

2:50............
First load bus riders and all day care vans

2:53............
2nd load bus riders, car riders, after school students, and any students staying for extra-curricular activities

3:10-3:30....
Second load of buses leaves.  Teacher planning time

3:20............
Teachers are off duty.
Conferences

You will have two or three formal conferences with your child’s teacher. You or your child’s teacher may request additional conferences. Please call, e-mail, or send in a note if you have concerns. You do not have to wait for one of the formal conferences.
Parent/Teacher communication

Verbal messages brought by the children cannot be accepted.
· A written note is required for all absences.

· A written note is required if there is a change in your child’s transportation home.

· Parents must complete a Lawful Absence Request Form to be approved by the principal in order to have your child’s absences excused due to a family trip.  Please request a form from your child’s teacher.

· Please place all notes in your child’s folder, not loose in the book bag. 

Teachers will keep you informed of classroom activities through a weekly newsletter.

Clothing/Personal Belongings


Please have your child wear tennis shoes (rubber soled, lace-up or Velcro) everyday.  They will be in P.E. and/or on the playground.  Any other footwear is not safe. They will not have time to change their shoes. Please do not send them in dress clothes. Our kindergarteners are not only very active inside the building and out but often messy as well! 


Coats, hats, sweaters, gloves, raincoats, book bags, lunch boxes, storybooks, etc. must be plainly marked with child’s name.  The kindergarten staff cannot assume responsibility in locating misplaced, lost articles, or ‘look alikes’ which are not marked.


Kindergartners are not allowed to bring umbrellas to school.
Checks
Checks for field trips, book fairs, snacks, etc. are made out to Mountain View Elementary School. Scholastic book orders are made out to Scholastic. Lunch money can not be combined with any other payments. 
Medication

We can not administer medication of any kind without a proper form from the doctor. Please see the form in your parent packet. You and the doctor must sign this form. The doctor’s office can fax the completed form to the school 828-294-3239.  The doctor can also make sure you have two prescription bottles, one for school, and one for home. Any concerns about medication please contact the school office. 
Report Cards

Your child’s first formal report card will go home in January.  When the upper grades receive report cards in October, you will have a formal conference with your child’s teacher. She will explain your child’s gains and ways to work with your child at home as well as answer any concerns you may have. 

Volunteering

There are many opportunities for you to volunteer in the school, from Fall Festival to the Book Fair. In order to keep our students at Mountain View safe, we require all volunteers to fill out an application. There are three volunteer levels.  Because we are working on building independence and trying to avoid distractions, kindergarten volunteers do not usually work with kindergarten students for several months.  When the students have become more settled, teachers may request tutors to work in the hall or library, or with special projects. See application for volunteering in your parent packet.     

Field Trips
Various trips of special interest to the children will be scheduled throughout the year.  Before a trip, parents will be sent information concerning each trip and its cost. Be sure to return the signed permission slip and fee on or before the date indicated on the form. For some trips we must make specific reservations. If your child does not go on a field trip, he/she will be placed in another classroom until his/her class returns. 

Discipline Policy


Our classrooms are designed for children to engage in constructive work and play activities which enable them to learn cooperation with adults as well as their peers.  Self discipline grows as children come to understand our expectations and are given opportunities to make appropriate choices.  Setting limits gives children a sense of security.  They will come to trust responsible adults who will stop unacceptable behavior if they are not able to do so themselves.

             After explaining the rules, the teachers will be consistent, firm and fair as we enforce them in a positive way.  Teachers will attempt to understand reasons for a child’s behavior and then endeavor to modify the behavior by redirection, encouraging problem solving and verbalization.
             When these attempts to encourage children to be responsible for their actions have proven unsuccessful, separation from the group (Time Out) will be used.

             The Kindergarten staff will be alert to situations and will notify parents through a note or phone call when their assistance is needed in regard to their child’s behavior.

School Rules

1. Respect all adults and students.

2. Students in line must walk silently and in single file.

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

4. Remain quiet throughout the school, (lunchroom, halls, bathrooms, classrooms) as directed.

When these rules are followed by the entire class, any staff member may award the class a special token.  When a class has collected 20 tokens they decide on a special treat as a reward for great behavior. 

Contact Information
Mountain View Elementary School: 

5911 Dwayne Starnes Drive, Hickory, NC 28602
Phone : 828-294-2020        
Fax : 828-294-3239

Jessica Minton-Cable, Principal ext. 133

Yakisha Clemons, Assistant Principal ext. 110

Andrea Wilson, Secretary ext. 113

Anita Wilkinson, Office Assistant ext. 131

Teresa Lail, Data Manager ext. 134

Ms. Ella, Nurse ext. 114

Felicia Alley, Cafeteria Manager ext. 174

Kindergarten teacher e-mail addresses:

Heather_Bolick@catawbaschools.net
Miiko_Earley@catawbaschools.net
Paula_Hunt@catawbaschools.net
Barbara_Lydick@catawbaschools.net
Kindergarten information and activity web page:

http://www.catawbaschools.net/schools/MountainView/Staff/Barbara_Lydick
Mountain View Elementary web page:

http://www.catawbaschools.net/schools/MountainView
Catawba County Schools web page:
http://www.catawbaschools.net
