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Adolescence 
in the 21st

Century

How did we get 
here?
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What are the safety 
issues?

High school

Middle school
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"Sexting" Shockingly 
Common Among Teens
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Parents foot the bill of most teen mobile lines 
through family plans according to the study 

commissioned by ACE*Comm. The survey finds 
most teenagers aren't restricted by their parents 

when it comes to cell phone or data usage. 

Just because kids are in school doesn't mean their 
phones are turned off. Thirty-eight percent of teens 
surveyed text-message with friends during school 
hours. A smaller 30 percent of students say they 

play video games on their phones while at school. 
Parents who look at their kid's calls will realize 26 
percent of kids speak with people mom and dad 

wouldn't approve of. 
M:Metrics report
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Bottom Line:
• Discuss the reality of digital files…easily 

exchanged and duplicated (long term 
effects)

• Remind them of the consequences of 
inappropriate material: embarrassment, 
legal trouble, school consequences

• Rules for mobile devices are the same as 
for their home PC…if anything, more 
caution is needed

What are the global 
dangers?

Cellular Phones &      
Mobile Devices

• Internet Access    ie.  
MySpace,Youtube,Facebook…

• e-mail/text messaging/instant messaging

• Phone/video Cameras:  BIG BIG BIG Problems!!

• Streaming Video/TV

• GPS  Locating   

MySpace

Xanga

LiveJournal

Myyearbook
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FBI Warning Signs
Indications that a child may be at risk online

• Time Spent Online
– Your child spends large amounts of time online, 

especially at night.

• Pornography
– You find pornography on your child’s computer.

• Phone Use
– Your child receives phone calls from someone 

you don’t know or is making calls, sometimes 
long distance, to numbers you don’t recognize
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• Unsolicited Mail and Gifts
– Your child receives mail, gifts, or packages 

from someone you don’t know.

• Conceal Computer Content
– Your child hides what they are doing on the 

computer.

• Behavior Change
– Your child becomes withdrawn from the family.

• Using different online account
– Your child is using another email account or 

user ID

Bottom Line:
• Online bulling/harassment can be more devastating 

because there is no face-to-face contact. Young 
people view cyber contact as less personal and safe.

• Reiterate the need for your child to tell a responsible 
adult when victim of a cyberbullying situation…ie. the 
Megan Meier case   

• Digital (photo/video) bullying may be more 
devastating because of its reach and archival effect –
it may never go away…

What are other 
safety issues? Clothing, 

Insignias, Styles

And…

Video 
Games One of the 

best 
sellers…

Be mindful of
choices in

Music

Many downloads are free!
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www.ncdoj.gov

Please be watchful.

We will too.


