Guidelines for Interactive Science Notebooks

7th Grade Science

Mrs. Lovdahl

Your Science Notebook is very important in this class.  It’s like a personalized textbook!  Your class work and homework will be done in your notebook.  But, they will be a little bit different than you might be used to.  

	Left Side

Student Processes New Ideas

1. Student responses

2. Reorganize info in creative formats

drawings, concept maps, poems, and reflections.

3. Express thoughts and questions
4. Make connections
	Right Side

Teacher Provides New Information

1. Class notes

2. Handouts with new information

3. Book notes

4. Video notes

5. Labs

6. Vocabulary
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Materials

1. Composition books – (2) 

2. A pencil with an eraser

3. Highlighters of different colors

4. Colored pencils 

5. Glue sticks – LOTS of glue sticks!!!

6. Scissors

Page Format

1. Put a Title, date and page number on EVERY page.

2. Use color to emphasize and organize information… it helps the brain learn!

3. Bring your notebook every day.

4. Reflect on your notes every day.

How can I earn an A on my notebook?

Notebooks will be graded on completeness, quality, organization, visual appearance, and making connections to other subjects. 

	You asked me to do it. 
I promised to do it. 
I planned to do it. 
I started to do it. 
I really meant to do it. 
Except I forgot. 
Couldn't I get some credit? 
For promising, 
Planning, Starting, 
And really meaning to do it?
Guess not.
Judith Vorst


Science Notebook Reflection

Reflection helps people (and students are people!) make connections to what they've learned. Here are some strategies to use to get the most out of your notes.

	Review Your Notes
	1. Read your notes once a day. Make sure they make sense. Fix your sentences and drawings to record what happened during class.
2. Highlight 3 key ideas on each notebook page.
3. On the opposite page, write the highlighted ideas and next to each highlighted idea, write out a connection you made to the idea. Connect it to another idea in the text or to something in your life or to something in the world. These are called:
Text to Text

Text to Self

Text to World

	
	

	Active Reading
	When reading your notes, textbooks or articles: 

1. Box or highlight the Title and Subtitles - this lets your brain know why you're reading. 

2. Number the paragraphs - this breaks the information down into manageable chunks. 

3. Circle words that are new or that you do not know 

4. On the opposite page, write down 3 ideas or details from the text. 

	
	

	Partner Questions
	1. Read your notes with a partner. 
2. Take turns asking your partner questions about the text. 

3. Find the answers in the text to check for correctness. 

4. Write the best questions and the answers on the opposite page.

	
	

	Q-Notes.
	1. Read the text. 

2. Highlight vocabulary words as you read. 

3. Write the definition of the vocabulary word on the opposite page in a different color. 

4. For each word, write a question that starts with What, How or Why. 

5. Write the questions on the page opposite of the notes. 

	
	

	Thinking Maps
	1. Create thinking maps for your notes on the opposite side of your notes. 

[image: image2.png]






