Six Traits for Writing with Quality and Creativity

1. Ideas

· Have one clear, good topic that you keep focus on

· Use only really good information, not filler stuff
2. Organization
· Generate a “snappy” clincher to gain reader interest
· Use an orderly progression, follows logically
· Have a nice, subtle end, leaving the reader satisfied
3. Voice
· Bring your topic to life

· Be creative, do not bore the reader

· Think about your audience, the purpose, and the topic

4. Word Choice
· Use a variety of adverbs and adjectives

· Devise word pictures – give the reader mental images

· Keep  simple language, do not try too hard to impress

· Avoid being repetitive

5. Sentence Fluency
· Make certain it is easily read aloud

· Vary your sentence length – long and short

6. Conventions

· Have it proofread several times, by different people

· Watch grammar and punctuation closely

· Does the final product make sense overall
· Use same tense, noun-verb agreement, paragraphs, capital letters for proper nouns…
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