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60% first generation college graduates  

66% from underrepresented groups in higher education  

20% from a single-parent home 

56% documented financial hardship 

23% first generation high school graduates  

Early college high 
schools blend the 
four years of 
traditional high 
school and the first 
two years of college 
in a rigorous yet 
supportive format, 
compressing the time 
it takes to complete 
what typically takes 
six years.  This four to 
five year accelerated 
opportunity saves 
both time and money, 
producing skilled and 
credentialed 
graduates in our 
community.     
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What school systems make up the 
student population? 
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Challenger Early College High School  
At A Glance  

 
Challenger Early College High School opened in the fall of 2005 as a public high school, joint 
oversight project of the Catawba Valley Education Consortium with leadership and support 
from the North Carolina New Schools Project and resources from the North Carolina 
General Assembly.   
 
Who does Challenger Early College serve?   

 

 
 
  

Eighty-two percent of the graduating students of 
2011 earned either their Associate Degree or two 
years of transferable college credit.  All graduates 
complete a graduation project to show proficiency 
in an area of their choice.    
 
Students in each grade level work to master the 
following 21st Century Skills: 

 Critical thinking and problem solving  
 Communication and collaboration  
 Initiative and self-direction 
 Productivity and accountability  
 Leadership and responsibility 

 
Students at Challenger Early College complete a 
minimum of fifty hours of community service 
reinforcing a spirit of stewardship and citizenship.   


