Dear Parents,


This note is to inform you that I have registered the Bunker Hill HS Symphonic Band to compete in the NC Band Festival.  We will be performing at Lenoir-Rhyne University on March 17th, 18th, or 19th in hopes to earn a Superior rating for the first time in Bunker Hill’s history.  Over 50 bands will be performing for a panel of judges over a three day period.  Their performance will be critiqued and rated using a system of letter grades in numerous categories.  You could think of this as an EOC for band.  In order to receive a Superior rating the band must have an average grade of an “A” from all of the judges.  


My students can achieve a Superior rating by being prepared for rehearsals, trying hard in class, coming to any extra rehearsals, and practicing each day.  Your child is well aware of what is at stake and what is expected of them.  This event will teach my students better than anything else how important it is in life to …

· Play by the rules and follow instructions

· Work as a team

· Follow through with your commitments

· Reap the rewards of hard work

· Never quit

· Challenge yourself


I would like to persuade you to support your son/daughter in this endeavor by providing them the transportation, time, and encouragement that is necessary to meet our goal.  Below is a schedule of our Pre-Festival performance and Festival times:
· Pre-Festival: March 5th at the Maiden HS auditorium, on stage playing @ TBA.  It will be a great concert, including other high schools in the area.  (St. Stephen’s, Foard, and Bandy’s, and Maiden)    Pre-festival was started a few years ago to help local schools prepare for the experience of the actual Festival.  **Concert dress required!  (Same as the Winter Concert)
· NC State Festival: March TBA at the Lenoir-Rhyne University Auditorium.  Performance time TBA.  **Again, concert dress is required!
Thank you for all of your support this year!  Most of my students have never been to State Festival before, and it is hard to describe the importance of this event.  Please encourage your kids to practice whenever they can- Our music must be close to perfect in order to achieve the ever challenging “Superior” rating.  


Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns!!
Musically,

Aaron Pannebaker

