Bunker Hill HS Marching Band/Color Guard Students and Parents,


Greetings, it’s that time of year again!  I hope your summer has been enjoyable and relaxing, however it’s time to start thinking about the upcoming marching season. 

Our 2010 season is quickly approaching and I, as well as my staff, have been busy preparing for it.  The purpose of this letter is to pass along some important information and to share some thoughts about our upcoming season.
2010 SEASON:   We ended on such a GREAT note last season, that we have our work cut out for us this year.  Our show this semester is called Avatar, and is based off the movie soundtrack which came out this past year.  The kids as well as I are very excited for this show, and for you to see it!  

Our staff has changed again this year!  We welcome ASU senior percussion major Dru Richardson as our new percussion instructor.  She will be here for a week of band camp, as well as certain days through the week, and at competitions.  We also welcome Travis Cryan, who is our Color Guard Instructor and Drill Writer.  Travis has already been doing a great job, and I’m excited to see what we have in store this year.  

As last year, I want to continue to focus on some important elements during this season: Professionalism, Accountability, Respect, Preparation, Willingness to keep an Open Mind, and Taking the Initiative.  Last year was absolutely amazing, but it took much hard work and dedication to reach our goals.  We exceeded many goals that I had personally set, so I have even HIGHER expectations for this year!  
I would love to see more parent involvement this year, to make this season run more smoothly.  Some of the most important people involved with ANY BAND are the PARENTS (!), and we can not have a successful program without your help!!  Booster members will be in contact with every parent to touch base and to let you know how to become involved!
BAND CAMP:  Band camp dates are: August 2nd - 6th, and 9th - 13th.  Rehearsal time will be from 9:00am – 4:00pm all week.  We will break for lunch at 12, and start rehearsing again at 12:45pm.  The schedule for the week is TBD, but basically we will be outside in the morning, and inside for music rehearsal in the afternoon.  I really need for all of the students to be there at ALL rehearsals.  We need to be working as a band to prepare for this season!  MY GOAL FOR THE END OF CAMP IS TO HAVE THE FIRST SONG READY AND ON THE FIELD!!  This means that you need to be practicing your music and listening to the recordings!  In case you were unaware, this year’s show recordings are on the Bunker Hill Website!  This is for your benefit so please listen to them!!!  ***Remember, all songs are to be memorized by the beginning of school!  This will only help us become a better band!!
WHAT TO BRING TO BAND CAMP: 
· LUNCH!!  Students will need to bring food for lunch.  The cafeteria will not be open!
· PLENTY TO DRINK (Water or Gatorade is great!)  PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN WATER JUG OR COOLER WITH YOU!  It makes everything go faster when everyone has their own water jug!  WE always have water to use in case of emergencies, but everyone really needs to bring their own.  Dehydration is a marching band’s biggest enemy during the summer months, BRING WATER!
· COMFORTABLE MARCHING SHOES!!
(ABSOLUTLEY No sandals, flip-flops, etc. Sneakers are highly recommended!!!)
· INSTRUMENTS IN WORKING CONDITION 

· BASEBALL CAP AND SUNGLASSES (It might be a little sunny…) 
· SUNSCREEN! 

· PENCILS TO MARK YOUR MUSIC WITH
Remember, we really need you there at band camp.  It is critical that we get as much done in those few days as we can, so we need to have everyone in attendance. GIVE YOUR EMPLOYERS YOUR SCHEDULES NOW, ARRANGE FOR RIDES NOW!!  We simply cannot have people walking into practice late.  If you are absent from any portion of camp it doesn’t just make it harder for you, it makes it harder for all of the people in your section to learn their spots on the field– and that’s not fair to the people who ARE there.  YOU CHOSE TO BE PART OF A GROUP THAT RELIES ON YOU AND YOUR ATTENDANCE IS CRITICAL AND EXPECTED!
· The OLD SOLDIERS PARADE is on Thursday, August 19th this year.  More details on when to be at school will be relayed at band camp.  Students are to wear black pants, black marching shoes (and socks), and their Polo Shirt.  Those of you who do not have a band shirt or marching shoes will purchase them during camp.  There will also be a uniform maintenance fee for ALL STUDENTS to cover the cost of cleaning the uniforms and hats.  The prices are as follows:
· Bunker Hill Band Polo shirts- $35.00 
· Avatar Show T-shirts- $15.00
· Marching Shoes- $35.00
· Uniform Maintenance fee- $15.00
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR THIS SEMESTER: 
· Old Soldiers Parade on Thursday, August 19th.  
· We will be at EVERY football game (Home and Away) this year starting on August 27th.  The full football schedule is located on the Bunker Hill website, and I will be handing a full schedule out during camp.  
· We will be attending four competitions this year.  Competitions are ALL DAY on Saturdays, and all are fairly local.  
· The dates for everything this year are as follows:
	Aug. 27
	North Lincoln
	Home

	Sept. 3
	St. Stephens
	Home

	Sept. 10
	Foard
	Away

	Sept. 17
	OPEN
	

	Sept. 24
	East Burke
	Home

	Sept. 28
	Catawba County Marching    Pre-show, Hickory HS
	Time TBD

	Oct. 1
	South Iredell
	Away

	Oct. 2
	Competition Enka
	Time TBD

	Oct. 8
	Draughn
	Away

	Oct. 15
	Newton-Conover
	Home

	Oct. 16
	Competition at Freedom
	Time TBD

	Oct. 22
	West Caldwell
	Home

	Oct. 23
	Competition at Foard 
	Time TBD

	Oct. 29
	Maiden
	Away

	Nov. 5
	Bandys
	Home

	Nov. 6
	Competition at Newton-Conover
	Time TBD


· Catawba Parade: November 13th 
· Claremont Parade: December 4th 
NOTE: I know that being in the marching band takes time and money.  I know that it is a HUGE obligation.  I do not want to be negative. I want to be honest.  If you do not feel that you can completely fulfill your obligation to this group, then you need to find something else in which to be involved.  Keeping silent about known obstructions and conflicts is not satisfactory.  With the privilege of being in the band comes responsibility.  Remember, you are taking on an obligation for yourself, your family, other students, the school, the community and me.
I hope you’re as excited as I am for our upcoming season.  Of course, the most important ingredient in our success is all of you!!!   I know I can count on you to come to band camp well prepared and with a good attitude.  If you have any questions, feel free to email me at aaron_pannebaker@catawba.k12.nc.us

Sincerely,

Aaron Pannebaker                                                                                        


Band Director                                                                                           
