State Research Project

Big 6 Process
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1. Task Definition – 

*What is your assignment?  



-Choose one state.



- Complete the fact section of your research sheet using sources provided.



- Choose the sections you would like to complete at the bottom of the 



   sheet.

- Use resources to find the information and take notes on your 

   research.

- Complete a powerpoint about the state.  Refer to the rubric for specific criteria for the powerpoint.


*Ask questions if there is anything you do not understand about the assignment.


*Look at the rubric closely to be sure you do everything you can to get the grade 


  you want.

2. Information-Seeking Strategies –
*What are sources you should check?


-Atlas


-Almanac


-Non-fiction state book


-Rand McNally website


-NCWiseOwl – America Beautiful website


-US Map and State Facts website on the media center site
*You must use a variety of sources and cite your sources.

*Which sources will you check first and why?

3. Location and Access –

*Find the sources you need.


-Reference section


-Check Destiny


-Media Center website – Websites – Fifth grade 

*Ask questions if you need help finding the resource or using the resource.


-Librarian


-Teacher


-Classmate

4. Use of Information –

*After looking at your sources you should ask yourself – How useful are my sources?  Use the ones that give you the best information.  You also need current information.

*Take notes on the information you find.  Don’t write down everything.  Paraphrase the information (put it in your own words).

*Cite your sources – every source you use!

5. Synthesis –

*Organize your information using the powerpoint template provided by your teacher.  Write out what you plan to put on each slide.

*Find pictures to put on your slides.  Only use websites approved by the school.  You may use www.pics4learning.com, www.picsearch.com, and the Rand McNally site.  You must cite the websites where you get all of your pictures.  You should not search Google Images for your pictures.
*Complete the powerpoint.  Follow the template and rubric to know what should be included in your slides.

6. Evaluation –

*Look back over your research and end product.  

*Does it meet your expectations? 

*Look at the rubric and your research sheet.  Have you completed everything you need to get the grade you would like to have?  If not, go back and work on the areas that you feel need improvement.

*Did you cite all of your sources?  If not, go back and cite the ones that are missing.

*Fill out your section on the rubric where it asks you to grade yourself.  

Citing sources:

Go to the media center website, websites, fifth grade, citing sources.  

Click on Cite Sources (Elementary School Students).

Read the information on the screen.

Click towards the top on Citation Maker.

Choose the type of resource you are using.  If you have questions, ask for help.

Fill in the blanks on the screen.

Click Save Citation.

Do all the sources you have used today.

Before you close out of the site, click Show My Citations.

Highlight the citations and paste them into a Word document.

Save the Word document in your home directory. 

The next time you can open the Word document you have already begun and add citations to it. 

