Snow Creek 4th Graders Create North Carolina Tree

By Ellen Sigmon

     “There are more things in North Carolina than you know about,” said Diana C., a fourth grader at Snow Creek Elementary.

     Diana and her fellow students were each given the assignment to create an ornament for Snow Creek’s North Carolina tree, which is currently located in the front lobby of the school. The project was a part of the fourth grade’s year-long study of the state. Students made the ornaments and brought them into school, and also wrote out the steps that they followed to make them.
     Each student was given a different aspect or symbol of the state to create. Diana made a Carolina Panthers ornament, while her friend Lupe M. made a replica of one of the state’s lighthouses.
     Olivia D. made an ornament to represent NASCAR. “You got to be creative with it,” she said. “We just found some leftover materials and made something else out of them.”

     Dalton M. researched images and created a canoe to represent North Carolina’s Native American heritage. At first he thought he would use wood, but decided that it would be easier to carve it out of foam. “I learned that you can make a lot of things out of other things,” he said.

     “I had to search for famous people in North Carolina,” said Heidi A. “My brother told me about John Coltrane—he’s a famous saxophone player—but I looked up some others.” She also included the Wright brothers and Andy Griffith on her ornament.
     Other ornaments the students made represented state symbols such as the cardinal, the fir tree, the Carolina Lily, and the Plott Hound. There were ornaments representing the state capital and first state university, the first putt-putt course, state industries, and many plants and animals native to the state, such as the Venus Flytrap and the Eastern box turtle. Some students made ornaments to represent the state’s military bases and tourist attractions.
     Snow Creek teachers Mark DeBellis and Mary Ellen Stephens assigned the project to the students in their social studies classes.
