
Today’s Date

Dear Parent/Guardian:

In June 2008, the North Carolina State Board of Education adopted the Framework for Change: The Next Generation of Assessments and Accountability.  This document directs the NC Department of Public Instruction to elevate the importance of writing throughout the curriculum and a new K-12 writing assessment system has be created to replace the previous writing assessment at grades 4 and 7.  This new assessment system is yearlong and this year includes two authentic content specific writing assignments and two on-demand writing assessments.  It encourages instruction to focus on the writing process, not just the preparation for a traditional single-day assessment.  It is based upon writing across the curriculum in each content area and involves all educators, not just English/language arts educators.  For the 2008-2009 school year the new assessments will be piloted at grades 4 and 7.  Participation in the pilot program in not optional.  We will be giving our first on-demand writing assessment on DATE.  The administration will take approximately 75/90 minutes and will begin by 8:30 am.  Your child will participate in the first content specific assignment in January.
We would appreciate your support by making sure that your child is at school  and arrives on time on testing day.
Thank you in advance for your support of this important component of the North Carolina Testing Program.

Sincerely,
