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1) If a student transfers into an LEA from outside the state of North Carolina with course credits for Algebra I, Biology, English I, Civics & Economics, and/or US History, how will exit standard requirements be met?
(1) The school principal must determine if he/she agrees with awarding credit for the course. (2) The school principal must also determine whether or not to award credit for the exit standard. The school principal has three options: (a) The principal may determine that the student has met the exit standard for the course and mark the student as having met the standard in NCWISE.  (b) The principal may require the student to take the end-of-course test.  This score would not be used in accountability.  The LEA must approve the use of the end-of-course test and must make arrangements for the administration and training. (c) The principal may ask the student to take the course followed by its associated end-of-course test.
2) If a principal determines that a student has met the exit standard, how is it denoted in NC WISE?
In eSIS, there is a field called Exemption Reason.  The code of “P” is entered into the field for students who fail the EOC test, but the principal determines that the student met the exit standard based on other evidence.  Code “Q” can be used for students who transfer from out of state or a non-public NC school with course credit that the principal determines meets the exit standard.
3) If a student transfers into an LEA from outside the state without course credits, how will exit standard requirements be met?

The student must take the course for credit followed by its associated end-of-course test.
4) Does a student have to pass both the course and the end-of-course test to meet the exit standard?

No.  The student must pass the end-of-course test to meet the exit standard.
5) When is Retest 1 mandated by the State of North Carolina?

Retest 1 must be administered to all students who score Achievement Level II on any regular administration of the end-of-course test.  LEAs must notify the parent or guardian of students who scored Achievement Level I of a Retest 1 administration opportunity.  If the parent or guardian requests the administration of Retest 1, the LEA must administer Retest 1 to that student.  
6) When is Retest 2 mandated by the State of North Carolina?

Retest 2 is not required by the State.  Following Retest 1, school principals may use the results from both the Regular administration and Retest 1 along with other available information (e.g., formative or benchmark data, portfolios, review committee recommendation) to make exit standard decisions.  Therefore, prior to scheduling a Retest 2 administration, school principals must determine whether additional testing is necessary to make an exit standard decision.
7) Can LEAs choose to administer Retest 1 to all students who score below Achievement Level III?

Yes.  LEAs may have more rigorous retesting policies (e.g., require all Level I students to take Retest 1). However, local policies cannot be developed that specifically exclude any particular group of students, such as students with disabilities or students identified as limited English proficient.
8) Are students identified as limited English proficient (LEP) exempt from taking Retest 1?

Only students identified as LEP in their first year in U.S. schools who score below Level 4 Expanding on the ACCESS for ELLs© reading proficiency subtest are exempt from Retest 1.
9) Does the State require that a student receive remediation or focused intervention prior to the Retest 1 administration?
No.  The LEA determines if remediation or focused intervention is necessary based on the needs of the student.
10) Do end-of-course retesting policies extend to end-of-course alternate assessments (i.e., NCEXTEND1, NCEXTEND2 for Occupational Course of Study)?

Yes.  State Board of Education policy requires LEAs to follow retesting policies for the end-of-course assessments and its alternates. 
11) Which test score (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) will be used in the ABCs performance composite and AYP results?

For ABCs accountability, end-of-course test scores are only used in the year in which the test was administered.  If a student is enrolled in a class that requires the end-of-course test in 2009-10, ABCTools will first search for the most recent set of test scores (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) .  Once that set of test scores is located, ABCTools will select the higher of the scores without 1 SEM (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) as the student’s score of record to be used for accountability.  For AYP, Algebra I and English I scores are used in the year the student is enrolled in the 10th grade.
12) Which End-of-Course test score (i.e., Regular, Retest 1, Retest 2) must be counted as at least 25% of the student’s final course grade?  

The LEA will determine which test score (i.e., Regular, Retest 1, Retest 2) will be counted as at least 25% of the student’s final course grade.
13) If a student fails each administration (i.e., Regular, Retest 1, Retest 2) of the end-of-course test of Algebra II, geometry, or physical science (i.e., non-exit standard courses) which score will be used as at least 25% of the student’s final course grade?

The LEA will determine which test score will be counted as at least 25% of the student’s final course grade.
14) Will the NCDPI use end-of-course test scores with 1 SEM for accountability?

No.  End-of-course test scores with 1 SEM will not be used in ABCs calculations and/or AYP results.  

15) Can an LEA use Regular administration end-of-course test scores with 1 SEM for determining whether or not a student must take Retest 1?

No.  LEAs may not use Regular administration end-of-course test scores with 1 SEM for determining whether or not a student must take Retest 1.
16)  When can an LEA use end-of-course test scores with 1 SEM?
After Retest 1, LEAs may use end-of-course test scores with 1 SEM for determining local “passing” requirements and for principals determining if a student met the exit standard.  
17) A student takes biology and fails the course and the end-of-course test.  The student takes biology for the second time and fails the course, but scores Level III or above without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test.  The student takes biology for a third time.  Which test score is used as at least 25% of the final course grade?

The second time through the course, the student scores Achievement Level III or above without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test.  This score becomes the score of record in NC WISE and will be used as at least 25% of the student’s final grade the third time and any additional course offerings.
18) Some LEAs offer partial or modular courses to students that are repeating a course for credit.  What is the end-of-course testing window for these course offerings? 
If a course is completed on a normal block or year-long schedule, the school will administer the current cycle of test materials (i.e., fall materials for fall block testing, spring materials for spring block or year-long testing, summer materials for summer school testing).  If a school offers a course for credit that will finish prior to the normal block or year-long testing cycle, the LEA must request an EOC Flexible Testing Waiver through the Testing News Network (TNN).  If the waiver is granted, the school must administer the end-of-course online test to students at the completion of the course with the exception of some students with the approved accommodations (i.e., Braille, large print).  Braille and large print end-of-course tests will be available for order.

19) A student failed the course and failed the end-of-course test.  The student repeats the course and must take the end-of-course test again.  Is the test administration in the repeated course considered a Regular administration or a Retest administration?

Regardless of the number of times a student takes a course, the first end-of-course test administration in a course is defined as the Regular administration.  The second end-of-course test administration in a course is defined as Retest 1.  The third end-of-course test administration in a course is defined as Retest 2.  

20) If a student is repeating a course, can the student take the end-of-course test at the completion of the course even if the student scored Achievement Level III or above during a previous course offering?  

No.  Once the student scores Achievement Level III or above without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test, the score becomes the score of record and will be used as at least 25% of the student’s final grade in any additional course offerings.
21) A student takes Algebra I for the first time.  The student fails the course but scores Achievement Level III with 1 SEM on the end-of-course test.  The student has now met the exit standard for Algebra I because the LEA allows students to meet exit standards using 1 SEM.  However, the student did not earn credit for the course.  The student repeats the course.  Does the student take the end-of-course test again?

Yes.  If a student is repeating the course for credit and failed to score an Achievement Level III or IV without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test previously, he/she is required to take the test again and the score must count as at least 25% of the final course grade.  
22) If a student scores Achievement Level III or above without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test but fails to earn credit for the course.  The student repeats the course for credit.  The student does not take the end-of-course test again because he/she scored Achievement Level III during the first course offering.  Is the test score from the first course offering uploaded into NC WISE a second time for the repeated course?

No.  The test score from the first course offering will be used as at least 25% of the student’s final grade but it will not be uploaded again as a part of the repeated course test record because the end-of-course test was not administered in the repeated course.  
23) Can a high school provide a student multiple opportunities to take a course for credit?

Yes.  Grade and classification is at the discretion of the principal.
24) If a student repeats a course, will the end-of-course test score from the first course offering or the score from the second or third course offering be used for accountability purposes?

For ABCs accountability, end-of-course test scores are only used in the year in which the test was administered.  If a student is enrolled in a class that requires the end-of-course test in 2009-10, ABCTools will first search for the most recent set of test scores (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) .  Once that set of test scores is located, ABCTools will select the higher of the scores without 1 SEM (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) as the student’s score of record to be used for accountability.  For AYP, Algebra I and English I scores are used in the year the student is enrolled in the 10th grade.
25) A student scores Achievement Level II on the Algebra I end-of-course Regular administration and Retest 1 during the student’s first course offering.  The student repeats the course and scores Achievement Level I on the Algebra I end-of-course Regular administration and Retest 1.  Which score will be used for accountability calculations?

For ABCs accountability, end-of-course test scores are only used in the year in which the test was administered.  If a student is enrolled in a class that requires the end-of-course test in 2009-10, ABCTools will first search for the most recent set of test scores (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) .  Once that set of test scores is located, ABCTools will select the higher of the scores without 1 SEM (i.e., Regular, Retest 1) as the student’s score of record to be used for accountability.  
26) What is “credit recovery”?

Effective July 2009, “credit recovery” was redefined as earning credit for a course initially failed, either through partial modular remediation or taking the full course over again.  The NCDPI Division of Accountability Services will simply refer to “credit recovery” as “repeating the course for credit.”
27) If a student is repeating a course for credit, is the LEA required to administer the end-of-course test at the completion of the course?

If a student is repeating the course for credit and previously scored Achievement Level III or IV without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test, he/she is not eligible to take the test again.  For this student, the proficient end-of-course test score on record in NC WISE will be used as at least 25% of the student’s final grade in the course.  If a student is repeating the course for credit and failed to score Achievement Level III or IV without 1 SEM on the end-of-course test previously, he/she is required to take the test again and the score must count as at least 25% of the final course grade.  The LEA must also follow state retesting policies as outlined in State Board of Education policy GCS-C-031.  
28) Does the NCDPI require schools to enter partial modular courses or virtual courses (i.e., NC Virtual Public Schools, NovaNet) into NC WISE?

Regardless of the length of the course being repeated, the NCDPI requires all courses for credit (including those repeated by students to earn credit and/or to meet exit standards) to be entered into NCWISE using the correct state course code.  Courses must be entered as a scheduled class (e.g., fall block, spring block, year-long) or as credit history record (e.g., summer school, after school).  All course attempts for credit must be entered into eSIS regardless of the outcome (e.g., failure, incomplete, credit awarded) and appear on the students’ transcripts.
29) If a student is participating in a NC Virtual Public Schools (NCVPS) course for credit, must the student be enrolled in a NC public school?

Yes.  Any student taking a NCVPS course for credit must be enrolled in a base NC public school.

30) Will the NCVPS administer the end-of-course test at the completion of the course?

No.  It is the responsibility of the base school to administer the end-of-course test to the student.

31) Does the NCDPI require LEAs to follow state retesting policies for students taking courses for credit through the NCVPS or other virtual learning?
Yes.  The NCDPI requires LEAs to follow state retesting policies for any student enrolled in a course for credit regardless of the length of the course or the instruction medium.  The student’s score of record must be used as at least 25% of the student’s final grade.  
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