Sixth Grade/Language Arts Pacing Guide

	               Sixth Grade Goals and Objectives (Scott-Foresman Reading Street)
1.02 Explore expressive materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed.

· analyzing the characteristics of expressive works.

· determining the effect of literary devices and/or strategies on the reader/viewer/listener.

· making connections between works, self and related topics.

· comparing and/or contrasting information.

· drawing inferences and/or conclusions.

· determining the main idea and/or significance of events.

· generating a learning log or journal.

· creating an artistic interpretation that connects self to the work.

· discussing print and non-print expressive works formally and informally.

1.03 Interact appropriately in group settings by:

· listening attentively.

· showing empathy.

· contributing relevant comments connecting personal experiences to content.

· monitoring own understanding of the discussion and seeking clarification as needed.

2.01 Explore informational materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed.

· studying the characteristics of informational works.

· restating and summarizing information.

· determining the importance and accuracy of information.

· making connections between works, self and related topics/information.

· comparing and/or contrasting information.

· drawing inferences and/or conclusions.

· generating questions.

2.02 Use multiple sources of print and non-print information in designing and developing informational materials (such as brochures, newsletters, and infomercials) through:

· exploring a variety of sources from which information may be attained (e.g., books, Internet, electronic databases, CD-ROM).

· distinguishing between primary and secondary sources.

· analyzing the effects of the presentation and/or the accuracy of information.

4.01 Determine the purpose of the author or creator by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed.

· exploring any bias, apparent or hidden messages, emotional factors, and/or propaganda techniques.

· identifying and exploring the underlying assumptions of the author/creator.

· analyzing the effects of author's craft on the reader/viewer/listener.

5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive literacy program by:
· using effective reading strategies to match type of text.

· reading self-selected literature and other materials of individual interest.

· reading literature and other materials selected by the teacher.

· discussing literature in teacher-student conferences and small group discussions.

· taking an active role in whole class seminars.

· discussing and analyzing the effects on texts of such literary devices as figurative language, dialogue, flashback and sarcasm.

· interpreting text by explaining elements such as plot, theme, point of view, characterization, mood, and style.

· investigating examples of distortion and stereotypes.

· recognizing underlying messages in order to identify theme(s) within and across works.

· extending understanding by creating products for different purposes, different audiences and within various contexts.

· exploring relationships between and among characters, ideas, concepts and/or experiences.

5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry) through:

· reading a variety of literature and other text (e.g., novels, autobiographies, myths, essays, magazines, plays, pattern poems, blank verse).

· interpreting what impact genre-specific characteristics have on the meaning of the work.

· exploring how the author's choice and use of a genre shapes the meaning of the literary work.

· exploring what impact literary elements have on the meaning of the text such as the influence of setting or the problem and its resolution.

6.02 Identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by:

· reviewing and using common spelling rules, applying common spelling patterns, and developing and mastering an individualized list of words that are commonly misspelled.

· applying proofreading symbols when editing.

· producing final drafts that demonstrate accurate spelling and the correct use of punctuation and capitalization.

· developing an awareness of errors in everyday speec


Attached below is the suggested/recommended pacing guidelines for use with the Scott Foresman Reading Street series.  In order to make sure that the students of CCS are learning the skills and strategies necessary to become life long readers, we must ensure that all students are explicitly taught research based reading strategies.  The following research based strategies will become the primary focus of reading instruction throughout the school year: monitoring and fix-up,  predicting, visualizing, inferencing, making connections, determining importance, questioning, summarizing, and synthesizing.  Each month strategies are to be directly taught through the use of teacher modeling during read aloud and then students will practice these strategies during guided reading groups and independent or self-selected reading.  An appendix of resources can be found on the teacher resource page of CCS.  Also included in the pacing guide is a suggested/recommended poem that can be used for each week. Reading and analyzing poetry over the course of the year is a more effective way to assist students in comprehending this genre.  Many of the weekly poems can be found in the SF basal; however, poems from outside sources have also been compiled and included  in a file on the CCS teacher resource page.  If you choose to use a novel/chapter book during a particular month, please make sure that the strategies that have been assigned in the pacing guide have been explicitly taught through your book study.
	August-September Strategies Focus:   Monitor and Fix-Up/Visualizing/Predicting  
(5 Weeks)-  Scott Foresman Reading Street


	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/Basal

Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group Leveled Readers
	Poem of the Week

	   August 30
	Old Yeller  (6.1)
Paired Selection:

A Dog’s Life
	Historical Fiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Setting
	Monitor and Fix-Up Strategies
	
	Below Level: 

The Doaks of Montana   T
On Grade Level: 

Egg Watching                  Q
Advanced Level: 

Twilight of the Wolves    V
	Louisa Jones Sings a Praise to Caesar
(text p. 141)


	 September 7
	Mother Fletcher’s Gift
 (6.1)

Paired Selection:

The Harlem Renaissance
	Realistic Fiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Character
	Visualizing
	
	Below Level: 

Old-Timers                         T
On Grade Level: 

The Most Excellent Community Service Project                  R 
Advanced Level: 

Lucky Chuck’s Least Favorite Cousin   V                                 
	Song to Mothers
(text p. 140)

	September 13
	Viva New Jersey

 (6.1)

Paired Selection:
Visiting Another Country
	Realistic Fiction

E-mail
	Compare and Contrast
	Visualizing
	
	Below Level: 

Cuban Americans            U
On Grade Level: 

Viva America                    U
Advanced Level: 

Restless Humanity          V
	 Those Winter
Sundays

(text p. 138)

	September 20
	Saving the Rainforests  (6.1)

Paired Selection:

Drip, Dry?
	Expository Nonfiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Fact and Opinion,
Graphic Organizers
	Predicting
	
	Below Level: 
Ecosystems of the Rain Forests         T
On Grade Level: 

The Battle Over Rain Forest Lands   U
Advanced Level: 

People of the Amazon Rainforest    V
	The Rainforest

(teacher resource file)

	September 28
	When Crowbar Came (6.1)
Paired Selection:

They’ve Got Personality 
	Narrative
Nonfiction

Narrative Nonfiction
	Fact and Opinion
	Predicting
	
	Below Level: 

Animals in a Human’s World           T
On Grade Level: 

Animals at Work                               T
Advanced Level: 

Heroic Animals                                  U
	Grandma
(text p. 139)


	October/November Strategy Focus:  Inferencing  

 (5 weeks) -Scott-Foresman Reading Street


	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/

Basal Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group/

Leveled Reader
	Poem of the Week

	October 4
	The Universe

 (6.2)

Paired Selection:

So Long, Sol!
	Expository Nonfiction

Expository Nonfiction
	Main Idea
	Inferencing
	
	Below Level: 

Earth’s Place in Space        V
On Grade Level: 

Exploring Mars                   W
Advanced Level: 

Elements in Our Universe  Z
	Arrival

(text p. 268)

	October  11
	Dinosaur Ghosts (6.2)

Paired Selection:

Dino Hunting
	Expository Nonfiction
Narrative Nonfiction
	Main Idea
	Inferencing
	
	Below Level: 

Bone Detectives                  W
On Grade Level: 

Cold Case:  Dinosaurs       U
Advanced Level

What Do Archaeologists Do?
                                            W
	Fossils
(text p. 266)

	October 18
	A Week in the 1800s  (6.2)

Paired Selection:

Colonial Times


	Expository Nonfiction
Web Site
	Graphic Sources, Compare & Contrast
	Inferencing
	
	Below Level: 

Farming in the 1800s          U      
On Grade Level: 

City Life: Then and Now      T
Advanced Level: 

Exploring Brazil                    X
	To the Embarking Colonists
(see teacher resource file)

	October 25
	Good-bye to the Moon (6.2)
Paired Selection:

Zoo
	Science Fiction
Science Fiction
	Compare & Contrast, 

Context Clues
	Inferencing
	
	Below Level: 
Markie the Moonman        T
On Grade Level: 
Moon Kids                            T
Advanced Level: 

The Domes of Mars           U
	Suit of Armor

(text p. 269)



	November 1
	Egypt (6.2)
Paired Selection:

The Rosetta Stone
	Expository Nonfiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Graphic Sources
	Inferrencing
	
	Below Level: 

The Noble Boy and the Brick Maker                                      U
On Grade Level: 

Ancient Life Along the Nile  W
Advanced Level: 

Uncovering the Secrets of Ancient Egypt                         Y
	Traditions
(text p. 267)


	November /December Strategy Focus:  Making Connections

5 Week Unit (Scott-Foresman Reading Street)


	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/

Basal Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group/

Leveled Reader
	Poem of the Week

	November 8
	Hatchet (6.3)

Paired Selection:

Call of the Deep Wilds
	Realistic Fiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Sequence
	Making Connections
	
	Below Level:

The Taiga Biome                               U
On Grade Level:

Julie Gets Lost                                   T
Advanced Level: 

Adventures in Matunaland            U
	Concord Hymn

(text p. 400)

	November 15
	When Marian Sang (6.3)

Paired Selection:

The Lincoln Memorial
	Biography
Expository Nonfiction
	Generalize
	Making Connections
	
	Below Level: 
Pulling Down the Walls: The Struggle of African American Performers                   U
On Grade Level: 
20th Century African American Singers  U                                             
Advanced Level: 

From Oscar Micheaux to the Oscars      X
	Abe
(text 
p. 401)

	November 29
	Learning to Swim (6.3)

Paired Selection:

Staying Safe in the Water
	Autobiography
Search Engine
	Context Clues
	Making Connections
	
	Below Level
Rip Current Rescue                                  T
On Grade Level: 

Swimming Safely                                    T
Advanced Level: 

Riding Out the Quake                            U
	Another Mountain

(text p. 403)

	December 6 
	Juan Verdades
(6.3)

Paired Selection:

Song of the Chirimia
	Folk Tale
Legend
	Generalize
	Making Connections
	
	Below Level: 
Pedro’s Gift                                            T
On Grade Level: 
Scatterbrain                                          T
Advanced Level: 

Hippo Lesson                                        T
	Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(text p. 402)

	December 13

	Elizabeth Blackwell 
(6.3)
Paired Selection:

Rebecca Lee Crumpler
	Drama
Biography
	Draw Conclusions
	Making 

Connections
	
	Below Level: 
The Wonderful Women of Science       T
On Grade Level:
It’s Our Right                                           V
Advanced Level: 

Struggle for Higher Education             Y
	The Scientific Method
(see teacher resource file)


	January Strategy Focus:  Determining Importance 
5 Week Unit -Scott-Foresman Reading Street

	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/

Basal Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group/

Leveled Reader
	Poem of the Week

	January 3
	Into the Ice: The Story of Arctic Exploration(6.4)

Paired Selection:

Polar Zones
	Narrative Nonfiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Context Clues,

Cause and Effect
	Determining Importance
	
	Below Level: 
Life in the Arctic                      T
On Grade Level: 

Life Inside the Arctic Circle    T
Advanced Level

The Race to the South Pole   W
	The Explorers

(text p. 528​)



	January 10
	The Chimpanzees I Love
(6.4)
Paired Selection:

“Going Ape” Over Language 
	Expository Nonfiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Author’s Purpose
	Determining

Importance
	
	Below Level: 

Great Apes                                        T
On Grade Level: 

How Animals Change: The Interaction of Animals and  Scientists                                           U
Advanced Level: 

Captive or Free:  Zoos in Debate  W
	Bronze Cowboys 
(text
 p. 529) 

	January 18
	Black Frontiers
 (6.4)
Paired Selection:

Poems:  The Dream Keeper, Youth, Dreams
	Expository Nonfiction
Poetry


	Context Clues, 
Cause & Effect
	Determining

Importance
	
	Below Level:

A Very Special Gift                          T
On Grade Level:
Homesteaders in Nebraska           T
Advanced Level: 

Grizzled Bill Turns Over a New Leaf
                                                          U
	  The Dream Keeper, Youth, Dreams 
(text pages  476-477)

	January 31
	Space Cadets (6.4)

Paired Selection:

Exploring Space Travel
	Drama

Evaluating Sources
	Context Clues,

Draw Conclusions
	Determining Importance
	
	Below Level: 

The Solar System and Beyond      V
On Grade Level:

Space Race                                      V
Advanced Level: 

Destination: Mars                          Y
	Science Fair Project 
(text p. 531)




	February Strategy  Focus:  Questioning 
 4 Week Unit- Scott-Foresman Reading Street


	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/Basal

Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group Leveled Readers
	Poem of the Week

(suggestions)

	February 7
	Inventing the Future (6.4)

Paired Selection:

Garrett Augustus Morgan
	Biography

Biography
	Author’s Purpose
	Questioning
	
	Below Level:
Electricity                               Y
On-Level:

Inventors at Work                U
Above Level:

It’s About Time!                   X
	Seeds

(text p. 530)

	February 14
	The View from Saturday (6.5)

Paired Selection:

Who Thought of That?
	Humorous Fiction
Expository Nonfiction
	Context Clues, Plot


	Questioning
	
	Below Level:

Summer with the Grandparents                       
                                             S

On Grade Level: 

Far Away at Home           T
Advanced Level: 

Jeff’s Hero                         U
	Pods Pop and Grin
(text p. 645)

	February 22
	Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez(6.5)

Paired Selection:

Fieldworkers
	Biography

Poetry

	Context Clues,.

Fact & Opinion


	Questioning
	
	Below Level: 

Immigrants at Work             V
On Grade Level: 

Citizens’ Movements            U
Advanced Level:

Freedom of Speech and Assembly                               X
	Fieldworkers, 

(page 580-581)


	February 28
	The River that Went to the Sky (6.5)

Paired Selection:

Pecos Bill and the Cyclone


	Myth

Tall Tale
	Context Clues, Cause & Effect

	Questioning
	
	Below Level: 

The Water Cycle of Africa        U
On Grade Level: 

Africa’s Changing Population U
Advanced Level:

Formation of the Continents   X
	maggie and milly and molly and may

(text p. 646)




	March Strategy Focus:  Summarizing

4 Week Unit-  Scott Foresman Reading Street


	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/Basal

Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group Leveled Readers
	Poem of the Week

	March 7
	Gold

 (6.5)

Paired Selection:

The California Gold Rush


	Expository Nonfiction

Online Reference Sources
	Context Clues,

Main Idea


	Summarizing
	
	Below Level: 

Riches from the Earth         V         
On Grade Level: 

Quests for Gold                    X
Advanced Level: 

The Two Sides of Mining   X
	Maple Talk
(text p. 647)

	March 14
	The House of Wisdom

 (6.5)


Paired Selection:

Aladdin
	Historical Fiction

Folk Tale


	Sequence
	Summarizing
	
	Below Level:

The Golden Age of Bagdad  W
On Level:

The Story of Writing             V
Advanced Level:

All About Schools                  V
	For the Earth Day Contest 
(text p. 644)

	March 21
	Don Quixote and the Windmills 6.6)

Paired Selection:

Feudalism
	Historical Fiction

Textbook
	Author’s Purpose
	Summarizing
	
	Below Level:

Sir Tom                                           T
On Grade Level:

Lady Red Rose and the Woods  S
Advanced Level: 

Sleepyville Wakes Up                  T
	The Windmill

(see teacher resource file)



	March 29
	Ancient Greece

 (6.6)

Paired Selection:

Fire and Water
	Expository Nonfiction

Newspaper Article


	Context Clues, 

Graphic Organizers
	Summarizing
	
	Below Level: 

Ancient Greece and Modern     Culture                                          X
On Grade Level: 

Uncovering Classical Athens     X
Advanced Level: 

How Did Greece Get So Great? Y
	The New Colossus
(text p. 773)


	April Strategy Focus:  Synthesizing

 3 Week Unit- Scott Foresman Reading Street

	Date

Week of…
	Whole Group/Basal

Title
	Genre
	Skill
	Strategy
	Objectives
	Small Group Leveled Readers
	Poem of the Week

	April 4
	The All American Slurp (6.6)

Paired Selection:

The Evolution of Eating Utensils

	Realistic Fiction

Expository Nonfiction


	Context Clues, 
Compare & Contrast
	Synthesizing
	
	Below Level: 

China, America, and Me      T
On Grade Level: 

Growing Up in China           U
Advanced Level: 

Chinese- Americans: An Immigration History          W

	My Bird Day
(text p. 771)

	April 11
	The Aztec News(6.6)
Paired Selection:

The Maya


	Informational Text
Online Directories


	Draw Conclusions
	Synthesizing
	
	Below Level: 

The Aztec                            W
On Grade Level: 

Spanish Conquests in the   Americas                            X
Advanced Level: 

Colonialism and Native Peoples                              W
	The Colors Live
(text p. 772)

	April 18
	Where Opportunity Waits (6.6)
Paired Selection:

Coming Over
	Expository Nonfiction
Expository Nonfiction


	Context Clues, 
Generalize
	Synthesizing
	
	Below Level: 

A New Life in the Big City   T
On Grade Level: 

The Chicago Defender and the Great Migration                  Y
Advanced Level: 

A Migrant Music               W
	Borders

(text p. 770)


