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Word journals are used to store the tremendous amount of words our students learn on a daily basis.  The storage of these words in a journal can be of great benefit to a child when he/she is trying to categorize and recall words from a particular unit of study.  These journals also serve as a great tool when working with partners.  Each partner discusses the meaning of the word, as well as the illustration the student provided for that word.  Quite often, in this dialogue, the students gain a better understanding of the words based on clues provided by the partner of the same age. 

The format of the word journal is determined by the teacher.


Example:



Students can have one journal for each subject area, or tab sections of a spiral notebook to denote each area.  Students should be provided the opportunity to share their word journals on a weekly basis in order for the students to retain an understanding of the vocabulary.  The students can meet with a specific “clock buddy” when it is time to share.  Each student will take turns sharing words until time is called.  The teacher can circulate around the classroom to listen in to the vocabulary discussions.  The partner discussions should take approximately 3-5 minutes.
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