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Opening Activity
· Have the students focus on all the items in the room of one color.  For example, have the students focus on everything BLUE in the room. 

· Next, have the students close their eyes and tell them when you tap them on the shoulder they will have to tell you something RED in the room.

· The students will very quickly remind you that you told them to look for something BLUE.  

· Tell the students that this activity is to show how important it is to not only pay attention to the text on a page, but to ALL text features. The author puts text features on a page to help the reader. 
· Take this opportunity to remind the students that they need to show the same awareness when they are out playing, shopping or somewhere with their friends and family members.

Text Feature Scanning Activity
· Make an overhead of a selection that contains several text features.
· Model how you would locate each text feature as you scan the page before reading the text.

· Put another overhead up of a selection that contains several text features and have students come up to the overhead to locate and circle the text features.

· Have students all turn to the same page in one of their textbooks, Weekly Readers, Scholastic News, Time for Kids, practice EOG selection, etc.  Give them 20 seconds to scan the page. 

· Have the students close their books.

· Ask the students specific questions about what was on the page.

· Allow the students to open back up to the page and scan again.

· This time have the students tell you anything they missed the first time.

· Repeat this activity until all text features are located.


Being aware of the text features and utilizing them will help the reader be more successful on the End-of-Grade tests!





I spy lots of    great text features that will help me when I read!











Text Feature examples: 


bold print, italics, caption, picture, illustration, diagrams, footnotes, cutaway, heading, subheading, title, subtitle, highlighted text, charts, graphs, glossaries, indexes, table of contents, appendix, empty box, tables, talking bubbles, boxed text, parentheses, maps, map keys, underlining, quotation marks, graphic organizers, timelines, bullets











